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EDITOR'S NOTE: 
-Swetna Makkena 

As an ending note to the year 
2008, our front page portrays 
a recap of what KGD has 
achieved this year. 

Ever thought of what 
Bangalore has to offer with 
respect to its architectural 
heritage? Well, here is a 
glimpse of what it has .. 

You will also get to see a 
fascinating design for an 
agricultural high school in the 
rural area of Bourges, France 
by Perraudin Architectes. 
Their design gives out a 
message that GREEN 
buildings need not have new 
technologies in-place to make 
them GREEN but just by 
respecting the nature and its 
surroundings, one can achieve 
it. 

Meet you all again in the NEW 
YEAR. We hope to give you 
many more interesting 
architectural news from the 
world next year. .. 

KGD 2008 RETROSPECT 
-An:hana Mal/ya 

It's that time of the year when hopes are high and 
anticipations great, as our minds drift toward what might 
be accomplished in the New Year. As 2009 arrives and we 
are all geared up, ready for a fresh start we thought it 
would not be a bad idea to sum up all that 2008 had in 
store for the KGD family! The last year has been one of 
some monumental moments, as well as some somber 
moments. On the positive side, economy saw its height in 
the first half, KGD flourished with several new deals 
signed. The later half of the year saw a global meltdown 
affecting the world market immensely but with us still 
standing tall and insulated. 

Success came to KGD as an expansion in its business 
activities, continued growth & progress. New premises for 
KGD, launching of LACASA studio, India studio, and Blue 
city studio were some of the highlight achievements of 
2008! 

A quick sneak peek into the various KGD studios makes 
us proud of our accomplishments. FA India studio has 
been nominated thrice by the clients as "employees of the 
week" for their immense hard work and support. Two of 
FA India employees were also assigned work at the US 
office for a couple of months. For team LACASA it has 
been a special year with its launch in March, 2008 and 
evolution from a team of 9 architects to 30 during the 
peak. The team was being flooded with various projects 
including signature villas for "TIger woods" who has been 
ranked the most successful golfers of all time. The KGD 
team was primarily picked for being an extended studio of 
LACASA in Dubai. For Blue city, the year 2008 went past 
as a blink of an eye interestingly showing a lot. It has 
been aggressive months of hard work, sleepless nights 
and also lots of fun with Norman Foster's master plan -
"Blue city" knocking on their doors. 

81M studio has been going through a phase of tremendous growth and progress this year. 
Deputation of KGD mechanical engineer from WSP F +K studio, at the client's San Francisco 
office and support from the India team helped immensely in building a successful tie-up with 
the client.HPCC team which started in January 2008 with the intension of providing BIM 
services has successfully completed a lot of projects. The REVIT oriented Smithgroup team 
successfully provided services on schedule and thus got appreciation from our offshore 
clients. The KGD Visualization studio has delivered memorable and award winning work with 
their highly developed knowledge base in the area of architectural representation. A few of 
their great works like House Tizzano, Nuclear Fission and 3D rendering of Living room of 
Water mark apartment, Denver have been published in international magazines like 
Elemental 3 & Expose 6 respectively. 

There was no way we could ignore our place in the Indian market with the growing recession. 
KGD started its own marketing department this year which helped in establishing our seat in 
the local market. Vedanta University Hospital, Vedanta Aluminum Township, Apollo Medical 
City," Gurgaon 99" 100 acre villa development are some of the prestigious projects KGD has 
bagged this year. The HR team has been highly successful in getting more support to 
strengthen the KGD mansion - its employees. The staff strength at KGD has increased from 
51 to 123 in 2008 . 

Fun flourished all through the year with Fun Fridays, dress theme days, sports day, Amigo 
Secreto and the much awaited office year end party rendering strengthened bonds between 
KGD family members. 

To sum up, it has been a great year for KGD with us gaining a lot. This growth in KGD's 
development will only move forward as we enter 2009. Here's wishing KGD family "good 
luck" and a very "Happy New Year"l 



KG Qedia 
QUIZ 

1. Ide ntify the structural 
feature shown belo w 

a. Barrel Vaults 
b. Fanned Vaults 
c. Ribbed Vaults 
d. Groin Vaults 

2. Name the structural 
feature shown belo w 

a. Clasping Buttress 
b. Flying Buttress 
c. Angle Buttress 
d. Diagonal Buttress 

3 . What type o f a rches are 
these? 

a. Round 
b. Triangular 
c. Pointed 
d. Segmented 

Answers on page 4 

BAN GALORE'S ARCHITECTURAL LEGACY 
Compiled by: 5weth~ Milkkenil 

An architectural overview of Bangalore reveals a variety of 
design influences from around the globe. Not only do these 
structures remind you of a particular culture but they also 
transport you back in time. Elizabethan palaces, Victorian 
gardens, Moghul masjids, Dravidian temples and European 
churches, and sometimes an unabashed blend of all these 
styles can be seen in one artifact. Consider for example the 
land mark of Bangalore: Vidhana Soudha. This imposing 
monument was built in 1957 according to the styles dictated by 
K. Hanumanthiah. This unique structure is truly a secular 
edifice. It reveals characteristic features of British, Dravidian, 
and Indo-Islamic architecture. Its Gol Gumbaz like dome 
supported on long columns, the sun symbol at the center on 
the top level, its Indo-Saracenic inner quadrangle, all together 
make this one of the most arresting monument in Bangalore. 

If Vidhana Soudha strikes you with its immense size, consider 
the Attara Kacheri building right across Vidhana Soudha.This is 
truly a romance in red brick. Built in 1875, it used to house 
government offices. Although not so majestic as its imposing 
neighboring monument, this Pompeii red artifact will steal your 
heart with its Tuscan and Corinthian columns. While the official 
buildings are sometimes restricted in terms of architectural 
escapades, palaces provide a more personal glimpse of 
individual tastes and personality. The Bangalore palace is one 
such artifact which shows a remarkable influence of Elizabethan 
English style. Its Gothic windows, trefoil ventilators, 
battlements, turrets, and the green gardens, make it a 
charming English edifice. Palaces and official monuments reveal 
period influences but the numerous clubs of the British Raj 
describe their life styles. The Bangalore Club and The 
Residency or the Raj Bhavan are typical of Colonial 
architecture. The carriage stands is where the Sahibs and the 
memsahibs got down after their long drive. Further down, you 
will see many wings and rooms built to specific needs of the 
owner usually in Tudor style. But perhaps the one characteristic 
feature that stands out is the Italian flooring designed for Ball 
room dance, an English must. No doubt David Lean chose 
Bangalore Palace for a setting in his Passage to India. 

In addition to clubs and palaces, the Colonial influence can also 
be seen in the numerous churches left behind which, in time 
have become a part of the spiritual and architectural heritage 
of Bangalore. Of the many beautiful churches in Bangalore, 
perhaps the most remarkable churches are the St. Mary's 
Basilica, the Trinity, and St. Marks church. These churches are 
either influenced by the French, the Gothic, or the British. The 
Trinity Church is the earliest British Cantonment church, its 
huge tower and spire can still be seen from a long distance 
marking the end of Mahatma Gandhi road. These are but a few 
architectural glimpses in Bagalore, but to do real justice to the 
design legacy of the city, you got to be there in person ... 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
Pratibha R. Rao, Accounts Ex ecutive 

Pratibha truly deserves much more than being an EOM and we 
all should notice her efforts & appreciate her for her hard work. 

She stepped in during the financial year-end and had to get 
everything go smooth as it was before. She had no time to think 
but jump in and get started. To add to it was the new office 
work and the whole new employees crowd that had to be taken 
care of. Quiet & composed, this girl is worth being appreciated. 

By: Tejaswaroop.K.H., Team Lead, Blue City 

Vol q nf'r OR 

Attara Kacheri/High Court 
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AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL, BOURGES, FRANCE 
• Swetha Makkena 

Bourges, a Gallo-Roman city in the central region of France is now a bustling university town. 
The proposed agricultural high school is an addition to the existing one to cater to the in 
creased requirements. Perraudin Architectes, a France based architectural fjrm won the com 
petition for this high school in 2006. Their proposal of 16,655 Sq.mts school includes teach
ing rooms, agricultural management rooms, internet, resource center, amphitheatre, admin 
istration, restaurant and gymnasium. 

Their intriguing design is based on two principles: the fjrst one is the principle of organization 2 
of buildings around protected course and the second, a pyramid -shaped architectural form. ~ ~~~ _ n." 
Both are inspired from local traditional architecture. _ U JI 

~ bb 
The first one is the principle of the central course (called also "aireau") that puts open areas '.. ~ 
in between spaces of activities. Thus the spaces of teaching are organized around a protected -. ri=~ ' 1 

space that is visually and physically connected to all the functions around it. The courtyards ~r _:.3 
thus created by the building footprints are suitable for both agricultural and educational func· 
tions, as they create intimate milieu separate from the fields beyond, with the buildings 
acting as wind breaks that help in creating a calm courtyard space. 

The second principle is the pyramidal form that is taken from the vast roofing that shelters 
the attics and haylofts in the traditional rural architecture. These volumes also playa role in 
protecting the habitable spaces by forming climatic space plugs. While extending these roofs 
to the ground, one constitutes a superb protective envelope. The traditional architecture is 
rich with examples of such pyramid -shaped barns. 

The pyramidal form that the architects adopted for the school is an expansive shelter that 
protects the occupants from rain and other elements, while allowing warm air to rise to the 
loft space above to vent or re-circulate, depending on the time of year. A double-wall condi 
tion is created, as the sloped glass walls shelter buildings underneath. The sections below 
show how the high summer sun heats the air in -between, drawing hot air to the peak to cool 
the buildings within (combined with geothermal), while the low winter sun penetrates deep 
into the interior, the whole construction acting like a greenhouse. 

The aerial view illustrates the relationship between the old and new, the latter adopting not 
only the existing buildings' forms but their siting. This mix of traditional and modern knowl
edge acknowledges the effects of glass construction and uses that to its advantage, keeping 
in mind the time-tested reasons for a building's form. The site planning and courtyards in 
particular, are also commendable, if not as highly developed as the design of the buildings. 
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1. Aerial View of the Proposed Agricultural High School 7. Principle of Ventilation and Maintenance to Ridgepole 
2. Outline of Principle of Courses 8. Principle of Functioning in Summer 
3. Site Plan of the Proposed Agricultural High School 9. Principle of Functioning in Winter 
4. Traditional Pyramid-Shaped Bam 10. View of the Proposed School from the Surrounding Fields 
5. Proposed Glass Pyramid Structure 11. View of the Proposed Central Course (Courtyard) 
6. Principle of Behaviour of Space Plug 

ARCHIDOSE: 

The Sydney Opera House in Sydney, Australia by Danish Architect J0rn Utzon, 1973. A view 
of the podium under construction, photo from Mitchell library, NSW . 

... Once the foundations were in place, the great podium began to appear. Utzon explained that 
his massive platform was inspired by Aztec and Mayan architecture: 'The platform as an 
architectural element is a fascinating feature . I first fell in love with it in Mexico on a study trip 
in 1949 ... It·s a tremendous experience to see how an architectural idea must have evolved in 
order to create contact with the gods' 

- From the book 'The Sydney Opera House' by Carol Floyd & Julia Collingwood 

John Utzon died on Nov 29, 2008 at the age of 90 . 
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NEW JOINEES 

Sujay V R 
Praveena 
Amol More 
Jayashree Narayana 
Mamla $uresh 
Vinoth Kumar 

BlueCity 
BlueCily 
India Studio 
BlueCily 
BlueCity 
India Studio 

January 2009 Birthdays and Eve,,!, 
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EVEN T 

KGD YEAR END PARTY 
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HI GH LI G HT S 

ETHNIC DAY / AMI GO SECRETO 
CELEBRATIONS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

L Fayaz had a baby boy on 20th Dec. 
KGD congratulates him on this new 
addition into his family!!! 
2. Anisha's last day wi th KGD on 29th 
Dec as she gets ready for her 
marriage. KGD wishes her all the 
best!!! 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 2: 

L c. Ribbed Vaults 
2. b. Flying Buttress 
3. c. Pointed 

Co rrections: 

1. In the cover page article of the 
last issue "THE SILVER LINING" 1st 
word in para 2 should have been 
RECESSION instead of DEPRESSION. 
2. In our "NEW JOINEES" list of 
November Balaji P.T has been mis
printed as trainee but he is an 
Intermediate Architect in I-Studio. 
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