
EDITOR'S NOTE: 
-Mugdha Thakurdesai 

In the past decade, 
development and growth in 
Dubai has been mind-boggling. 
With its oil reserves 
diminishing, tourism, banking 
and IT appears to be the 
driving factor for the economy. 
It has become a prominent 
place on the globe and is 
attracting architects, designers, 
contractors and investors all 
over the world. It almost feels 
like there is a new building 
coming up every month and 
this certainly keeps people in 
our profession busy. 

Dubai based LACASA has 
created its studio with KGD, 
called LACASA India. They are 
on a rapid growth plan, 
intending to grow from 10 
people to 55 people in the near 
future. These busy bees seem 
to have enough work in the 
pipeline. Read about their 
journey in this issue's cover 
story. 

This issue also talks more 
about construction in Dubai -
the world's fastest growing city! 

LACASA INDIA - A JOURNEY 
-Vrinda Nair 

March 3rd 2008 was a big day for us and for KGD. Julio 
Moran announced the launch of ' Lac as a India', an 
extended studio of Lacasa Architects & Engineering 
Consultants, founded by Emad Jabar and Nabil AI 
Khaja in 2006. Within a span of two years Lacasa has 
done a wide range of projects including: 
D CIVIC/PUBLIC FACILITIES 
DMIXED USE 
D HEADQUARTERS/INSTITUTIONAL 
D RESIDENTIAL 
DOFFICES 
D MASTERPLANNING 

With the strength of 9 architects, Lacasa India officially 
started on that day. The expectations were high and 
sky was the limit! The standards that had to be 
followed were not so familiar to most of us, except the 
team leads. The first two weeks were spent on case 
studies, bylaws and regulations by authorities like 
DEWA (Dubai ElectriCity and Water Supply Authority). 
The team was getting ready to meet the helping hands 
from Dubai, senior project manager, Gnanavel 
Thirumaran, senior architect, Sachin Mandik, and 
senior draughtsman, Avinash Thakur. This team came 
to Lacasa India, with two projects - condominiums and 
duplex apartments for Dubai Lifestyle City. 

We were learning while we were working. There were 
errors, confusions, missing x-refs and scratching heads. 
In the meantime, we were awaiting the arrival of the 
technical director of Lacasa, Mr.Dilip Kumar. On March 
14th, we gave a presentation about Lacasa India to Mr. 
Dilip Kumar, followed by an enthusiastic talk by the 
technical director. 

We dedicated many Saturdays to work with the hope 
and intention of proving ourselves. Needless to say, 
Nejeeb, Julio and the team leads have been very 
encouraging! As work was getting done, we were 
sending the duplex and condominium drawings to 
Dubai. Good news - we proved ourselves and we were 
rewarded with new projects. We were flooded with 
work on two new projects, staff housing for Dubai Life 
Style City, and the most prestigious project, Signature 
Villas for Tiger Woods. This happens to be his first 
project in the world. And now, we have completed 
drawings for 29 villas for the Tiger Woods project. 

With a lot of learning, hard work, optimism as well as 
frustration we have come a long way. Our errors are to 
the minimum. We were also amazed by the speed with 
which we completed design development for 29 villas 
in a time span of two weeks. That was a record 
breaker! We have built up trust in our parent company 
and we no more have Lacasa Dubai architects to guide 
us. Shameer is the sole captain of the team of 10 in 
India. He is managing our team really well. We all work 
hard and play harder. Occasional trips and parties keep 
us going. 

Lacasa India would be soon moving to the new office of 
KGD. We are going to have an entire floor dedicated to 
our expanded team of 55 people in India. Isn't that 
exciting?!?! 
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Identify the following 
structures in Dubai. 

Answers on page 4 

Masdar City in Abu Dhabi to lay claim to greenest city 

The cleanest city in the entire world took root in the month of February in Abu Dhabi, a place 
best known for its oil. 

At the World Future Energy Summit in Abu Dhabi, a model of Masdar City was unveiled in 
January 2008. The three-day conference was hosted by the Abu Dhabi Future Energy Co. 's 
Masdar Initiative, which is investing in a range of ventures, including clean-tech start-ups. 

In February, Masdar (which means "the source" in Arabic) broke ground on the 
six-square-kilometer city that its backers say will be the first zero-pollution, zero-waste city. The 
city will be capable of housing 47,500 people, who are scheduled to start moving there in 2009. 
Construction is expected to take 10 years. 

The vision of the city, designed by Foster and Partners, is to be a model for sustainable 
architecture. 
A solar-photovoltaic power plant will deliver energy to buildings. Builders also envision using 
solar canopies that provide shade, as well as power. 

The city will be placed to take advantage of the cool sea breezes, while a perimeter wall around 
the entire city will protect buildings from the hot desert air and noise from the nearby Abu Dhabi 
airport. 
No cars will be allowed in the city. People will get around through an electric light-rail system 
that will be linked to the center of Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. 

A desalination facility will be 80 percent more efficient than existing plants, and all wastewater 
will be purified and recycled to grow plants that could be used for biofuels. 

Masdar City will be the home of the Masdar Institute of Science and Technology, which backers 
hope will attract some of the best academics from around the world. Also envisioned are 
research and development facilities from multinational companies and start-ups in the clean 
technology area. 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
Fareen Farid, Viz Studio 

I feel VERY strongly about Fareen as a person that should 
get the EOM award. This is why: I wrote a long letter to 
an important client explaining why I thought they were 
being unfair with us in creating a picture of our 
performance that just wasn't accurate. Up until that point, 
they had been a very difficult client to deal with. They did 
not respond well to my letter and became defensive and 
increasingly painful to deal with. Fareen was left to 
communicate with them through all of their comments 
and indignation. 

Overall Plan of Masdar 
City 

Masdar Institute of 
Science & Technology 

But through a lot of very careful, thoughtful communication as well as diligent follow-up 
work, Fareen was able to "win" them back as happy clients again. In fact, now they continue 
to give us incredibly positive feedback with words like "perfect" and "stunning" in their 
descriptions of our rendering work. So Fareen did just an amazing job in turning this bad 
situation 180 degrees around for our team. (of course, Nejeeb had a lot to do with this too.) 
But Nejeeb and I continue to have Fareen communicate with this very temperamental and 
difficult client because of his success with them. Ultimately, this achievement goes away 
beyond the expected performance of a Team Lead and shows true management potential. 

By: Steven Pliam, Director, Viz Studio 
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ARCHITECTURE FOR THE NEED 
-Swetha Makkena 

Millions of people every year are displaced from their homes. They might be the victims of natural disasters or man made ones. The 
result is the same - people living in temporary tents which most often become permanent later on. 

The very first and foremost use of technology/science and the ability to design should be to provide for the need. Unfortunately 
though, very capable and creative people in the architectural community give very little attention to these people when compared to 
designing structures for the corporate sector or for the residences of the affluence. 

Here is one simple solution that might change the lives of people in need. This is developed by Nadir Khalil, the winner of AGA KHAN 
AWARD FOR ARCHITECTURE (2002-2004) for his innovative prototype of temporary housing. By merging simple materials with 
architectural techniques he created a new shelter form - Sandbag Shelters. For construction of this type of structure we need 3 simple 
basic materials which are available any where in the world at any point of time - BARBWIRE, PLASTIC/JUTE BAG & SAND/EARTH. 

Building technique: 

The empty plastic/jute bags are filled with earth or sand and arranged in layers. Barb wire serves as joining mortar. These shelters are 
so strong that they meet all the necessary building codes for earth quake resistant buildings. The flexibility of earth as raw material 
allows easy construction of curved surfaces, which work with rather than against the seismic forces. These shelters are also 
eco- friendly. They are natural thermal insulators - give cooling effect in summer while maintaining heat in winter. 
The simple fusion of landscape and architecture offers limitless possibility of sustainable housing. 

This simple construction design enables even unskilled refugees to build a very effective temporary structure for themselves. They can 
be upgraded to permanent structure by putting plaster and water proofing element. They can even be built at a cheaper cost than a 
conventional tent though a tent can be built faster. This technique once learned by people can be reproduced any where in the world 
for construction of homes. It is tried, tested and proved to be the best by United Nations Development Program. 

1) Marking 2) Layers of sandbags 3) Checking the radius 4) Basic Layout 

5) Barbwire binding 6) Vent Provision 7) Sawing the door 

8) Completed shelter exterior &. interior 9) Mud plaster on walls 10) Cement plaster finish 



EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH, PICTIONARY AND CAKE CUTTING 

August 2008 Birthdays and Events 
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 2: 

1. THE OPUS 
ARCHITECT: Zaha Hadid 

2. BURJ-AL-ARAB 
ARCHITECT: Atkins 

3. DUBAI TOWERS 
ARCHITECT: Behr Champana 

4. LIGHTHOUSE 
ARCHITECT: Atkins 

In celebration of Indian Independence: 

Mark Twain, American author: "India is, the 
cradle of the human race, the birthplace of 
human speech, the mother of history, the 
grandmother of legend, and the great grand 
mother of tradition. Our most valuable and 
most instructive materials in the history of 
man are treasured up in India only." 

Albert Einstein, American scientist: "We owe 
a lot to the Indians, who taught us how to 
count, without which no worthwhile scientific 
discovery could have been made." 
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