
EDITOR'S NOTE: 
-Mugdha Thakurdesai 

The highlight of last month 
for i-Studio was the 
completion of the 100% bid 
package; the first project 
that they embarked upon. 
The hospital building is now 
under construction. Read the 
cover story to know more 
about i-Studio's journey so 
far. 

"All work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy." The social 
event committee put the 
good old saying into practice 
by organizing the KGD sports 
day which was a huge 
success! The toiling efforts of 
this committee, and high 
spirits and participation of 
the KGD troupe made it all 
happen. It was good to see 
everybody leave their 
corporate image behind and 
once again enliven the 
childhood memories. We look 
forward to a few more of 
these events. 
Congratulations to all the 
winners! 

i-STUDIO'S COMING OF AGE 
-AnjaJi Ganapathy 

April 4, was a sort of Rosetta stone in that it marked the first success of KGD's i-studio 
model and also made history for H+L's India presence. This was the drop dead date to 
deliver the construction document set to the printer in Denver. It had taken 9 months and 
10 architects, long hours, neglected partners, unhappy children and then just a lot of plain 
old hard work, to produce this CD set of 130 pages of coordinated architectural work. This 
may seem like an excessive fuss over few drawing sheets, but let us explain. 

The India studio was H+L's 'Core & Shell' team for Exemplar Lutheran Medical Center's 
known as just plain 'Lutheran'. This major US hospital will be a 300,000 S.F., 400+ bed, 
multi-specialty replacement hospital in Denver. For those not familiar with how some larger 
US projects are broken down, 'core & shell' meant that we worked exclusively on the 
exterior or 'shell' design and the structural interior walls that were mostly around vertical 
'cores' for mechanical or vertical transportation - shafts, stairs & elevators. The TI (tenant 
improvement) or interior medical planning was done entirely in the Denver office. 

It was decided by H+L that i-Studio would be a good testing ground for the initiation of 
Revit firm wide on a first large project. Revit was singly responsible for what felt like our 
trial by fire on this project and a test of patience on all sides. Many of you know what a 
bear Revit can be at first. We felt like we were being thrown in the deep end with no life 
raft in sight. Now we've caught our footing and have come to an amicable truce with 
Revit. We anticipate we can only become better friends from here. 

Besides our tryst with Revit, our challenges were manifold. We had, all 10 of us, to 
scramble to master how to put a drawing set together, understand US construction 
techniques, details and methodology, finesse how to communicate effectively, build 
relationships with a new client, be anal retentive (a particularly 'un-Indian' characteristic), 
and finally, how to work like the dream team! 

We worked with the guidance of Tom, Charles and Sara on the Denver side. Many of you 
may have seen Charles floating about our studio for a couple of weeks at a time. He came 
to India to help us finish up the CD package and to mentor the studio in the techniques of 
US detailing. We grew rather fond of Charles and learned a great deal from his informed, 
critical, blunt, but always, caring way of telling us how to put the building together. Many 
of us got to go to the Denver office to work on the project too. Shivalika was sent for a 
week so she could understand their working processes better, Vivek went for 2 weeks to 
work with Tom and Celso, and Anjali went a couple of times to gain more perspective on 
the project. These 'people' exchanges kept the India & Denver office feeling much more 
connected. It alleviated the disconnectedness that one tends to feel when high tech 
communication such as video conferences, FTP, LAN, WAN etc. becomes part of work 
culture. 

The reward of this struggle of the last 9 months is that we've come out a stronger team. 
We've developed a solid fraternity or sorority with each other, a saintly patience for US 
design & documentation processes, a kindly disposition towards Revit, and most 
importantly an excitement that this collaboration with the US is a stepping stone to a very 
rich set of future possibilities as architects in India. 



KG 
"HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR 
ARCHITECTURAL TERMINOLOGY?" 

1. Which of the following is NOT part of 
an entablature? 

o finial 
o frieze 
o cornice 
o architrave 

2. What is a volute? 
o a projecting bracket which 

generally supports a cornice or 
arch 

o the crowning feature of a 
column or pilaster 

o an ornamental feature shaped 
like a spiraled scroll 

o a type of spire 

3. Which of these is NOT a style of roof? 
o gambrel 
o lucarne 
o mansard 
o gabled 

4. What is the space inside a pediment 
called? 

o atlantes 
o tympanum 
o spandrel 
o intrados 

5. Where would you find a metope? 
o on the capital of a Corinthian 

column 
o on the underside of an arch 
o on a Doric frieze 
o none of these 

Answers on Page 4. 

QUOTATIONS: 

You see things; and you say, 'Why?' 
But I dream things that never 
were; and I say, 'Why not? 
-George Bernard Shaw 

A perfection of means, and 
confusion of aims, seems to be our 
main problem. 
-Albert Einstein 

I BELIEVE IN YOU 

I believe in your wisdom. 

I believe is everything you have 
taught me 

I believe in the hope you inspire, 
and the dreams you encourage 

I believe in myself, because you 
believed in me first. 

Dedicated to all the mothers on 
account of Mother's Day. 

IPL FEVER CAUGHT LIVE!!! 
-Neha Thakurdesai 

After the week long anticipation, 28th April 2008 had finally arrived! For once, the 
Monday blues had disappeared into thin air. .. the clock was ticking and we were waiting 
for it to be 6.00pm! The sole reason being tickets to the IPL - Bangalore Royal 
Challengers VS Chennai Super Kings. 

The drive to the stadium was a smooth one except for a few swooshes by our very own 
Michael Schumacher - Prashanth! The stadium was overflowing with enthusiasm as well 
as people and ardent cricket fans. We had the best seats - exactly perpendicular to the 
pitch, with the re-play screen to our left and enthralling Shivamani performing right 
below our noses (we rarely got to see him). The boys couldn't have been happier - we 
had the picture perfect view of the omnipresent cheer girls. Sam was giving them a 
thumbs up by cheering, "Naach Basanti Naach". I wonder if he spotted his international 
Basanti dancing to the Indian tunes?! 

The match being played on the home ground for Bangalore, there were few supporters 
for the Chennai team; and amongst these few, arose 3 bold supporters - Sam, Mugdha 
and myself. We witnessed a see-saw movement for every six, four, caught or bowled! 
When Prashanth, Ganesh and Parnika were hooting for a bowled we were sulking and 
exactly the other way round for a four or six! 

It was the first time I was watching a live match and had informed all my near and dear 
ones to watch the entire match. Wishful thinking - I was hoping that they would have 
the chance to catch me live on television. But, all in vain ... not once did the cameraperson 
even glance at us! 

To watch Dhoni's phenomenal batting made the experience even more memorable. It 
was an absolutely entertaining match where Chennai Super Kings beat Bangalore Royal 
Challengers. "Paisa Vasoolf" 

CLICK OF THE MONTH 
Photograph by: Aniket Kibe 

The composition is very unique and 
amazingly well considered! It sort of took 
my breath away. Strong compositions often 
jump out of the frame like an abstraction, as 
this does. And the attention to every aspect 
of what is being framed is admirable. 
Beyond this, there is a remarkable 
achievement in depth-of-field; elements in 
both the extreme foreground and extreme 
background have clarity and detail. This is 
juxtaposed with the nebulous fog in the 
middle ground which gives an almost 
alarming intrigue that really draws you into 
the scene. An outstanding photograph, great 
work! 

-Steven Pliam, Jury 



KG 
MY FIRST TRIP TO USA 
-Divya Kamath 

My trip to Denver to work with Fentress Architects (FA) for a period of six weeks has been one 
of the most unforgettable moments of my life. "You do all your work by yourself and if you 
can't, the system will support you to do the needful": this is my perception of the U.S system 
and I am glad to share my experience with you all. There is a lot that can be learnt from the 
west when it comes to work culture. Don't get me wrong when I say this! Indian work culture is 
not inferior but there are a few areas which we can improve on, especially communication 
skills. 

I lived in this apartment called 'Watermark', which is one of the beautiful apartments in Denver. 
Maria and Simon found an Indian grocery store for me as I was finding it difficult to adapt to 
U.S food habits. 

Team work: My team members at the FA office were nice and helpful to me but I always had a 
fear in my mind that I might disappoint them in work. As days passed, I realized that 
everything was going well. Most of the time, I had a good amount of questions and I took every 
team members help to get clarification. Also due to this process initiated by me they found out 
that one of the staircases was not designed right for public access! Explanation for all my 
doubts was clear and none of the team members gave up till I understood thoroughly. Clarity in 
explanation and patience is very important in team work and communication is the key! 

Fun time: On weekends I used to go out to explore Denver on a bicycle with a map. There is a 
beautiful bicycle path beside Cherry Creek which is connected to all major streets of Denver. 
One day, as I was lost in my thoughts, I also lost my way. Fortunately, an old man helped me 
find my way back. I also visited the public library, art museum, history museum, convention 
center and various parks. The art museum has one entire floor dedicated to the display of 
Indian sculptures. Most of them are given as gifts by Indians. Ben and his friends took me to 
the butterfly park. Here they have a collection of beautiful butterflies and insects displayed 
from all over the world. 

Alexa had arranged a trip to Vail for me. Vail has the largest skiing mountains in the U.S. It is a 
two hour journey from Denver and I went there with Amber. We stayed in Alexa's condo there. 
The ten of us who went on the trip had a great time for two days in Vail. Tubing was another 
fun activity besides skiing for which I went with Amber. Alexa not only got me all skiing 
accessories but also taught me how to ski. Isn't that wonderful? 

Kevin introduced me to a variety of global food. Try some Arabic food if you haven't, it's really 
nice! I got a chance to visit Capitol building and look at it in depth because FA is doing the 
renovation of the dome of this building. Anne Miller, the project in charge, took me to the site 
and gave some good information about the project. Greg Billingham one of the eldest members 
in FA who invited me for dinner at his place explained about the development of the city of 
Denver. His wife who had visited Bangalore 40 years ago was curious to know about the 
present day Bangalore. We had a get together in the office before I left Denver and one of my 
colleagues said, "I have always seen you smiling in the office". I had no reason to be sad!!! 

I learnt something from working in Denver: do your work in the right way immaterial to what 
circumstances you are in, set a goal for yourself, work towards that, have patience, don't forget 
to smile, be polite and you will find your way out. There is so much more that each one of us 
can learn and do. 

Talent of the Month: Paintings (pencil & oil) by Neha Thakurdesai. 

DINVIR 
J ", ~-MUSEUM 

Weekend at the Denver Art Museum 

Tubing with Amber 

Breakfast in Vail 



EVENT 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR APRIL 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR MAY 

ANSWER TO LAST EDITION'S CAPTION CONTEST 

WINNER: VRINDA NAIR 

"I THINK, PRE-TENSIONING 
WORKS THIS WA Y" 
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Send in your reply by the 15th of june, with a caption to Mugdha at: 
mugdha@khanglobal.com, 
Winners will be announced in the next edition. 

Answers to QUIZ 

1. Finial 
2. An ornamental feature 
shaped like a spiral scroll 
3. Lucarne 
4. Tympanum 
5. On a Doric frieze 

ANNOUNCEMENTS : 

1. RAJEEV TIED THE KNOT ON 
19TH MAY. KGD WISHES HIM A 
VERY HAPPY MARRIED LIFE!! 

2. VARNA'S LAST DAY ON 
30TH MAY AS SHE GETS READY 
FOR HER WEDDING. WE WISH 

HER ALL THE BEST!! 
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