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EDITOR'S NOTE: 
- Swetna Makkena 

After a brief recess, we are back 
on track with amazing articles 
from and for our colleagues. We 
as an office have come a long 
way from a small outsourcing 
setting to a multi- faceted 
enterprise. Keeping in pace with 
the growth, the company has 
acquired a new office premises 
to make it the headquarters. 
Read the cover story to know 
more about what went in to 
make it happen . 

"METRO" works are going on in 
a full swing in our city. In this 
juncture, this issue will interpret 
about the most common effects 
that it has on our 
neighborhoods. 

GREENING as a concept is in full 
momentum all over the world 
but as a practice it needs a base 
in our community. It needs to 
connect itself with each and 
every aspect of design . We have 
a summary of the keynote 
speech made by Michelle Halle 
Stern AlA. PE., LEED Faculty on 
how to make the green 
connection when it comes to 
hospital design . 

KGD New Premise s for New Promises 
-Aniket Ravindr3 Kibe 

Growth comes with necessary increase in work, staff and office space and we expect this 
to continue for the foreseeable future because, "without continual growth and progress, 
words such as improvement, achievement, and success have no meaning". The continued 
growth of KGD Bangalore office is a top priority of the firm . The move to a larger space is a 
direct reflection of our efforts. KGD office has grown tremendously both in terms of size and 
revenue over the last few years and this new space will accommodate our current and 
future expansion . 

KGD realized the need to have a new office premises when it started expanding its 
business activities. This new premises will be used as the company's new principal office to 
meet the demand raised from the company's recent business expansion and head count 
increase . The centralized new office space is expected to enhance our ability to execute our 
core strategies with a focus on highly efficient and timely developments. 

KGD's new premises is a 4 storied building with first, second and third floors being used by 
the office. Around 5 architects who are our own KGD colleagues worked on this project with 
their great expertise and tremendous effort. The total built -up area of the office is around 
7500 sft. Execution was done in about 4 months + from June to September, 2008. All the 
architects and designers worked keeping in mind the international standards. Total office 
space ~ all the floors together + houses 5 studios with 125 work stations, 2 conference 
rooms and 1 video conferencing room. Rugged finish of the ceiling and the exposed duct 
work gives a feel of spacious office with comfortable furniture. 

Before the move to the new office, there were total of 40 
employees but now it has grown to 127! The number itself 
tells us the progress, improvement, achievement and success 
of KGD. Three new studios that started in this office are the 
major contributors for this robust growth. Following is a peek 
of the new studios : 

1. LACASA Studio: It started on 3rd March, 2008. From then 
on they have issued DD packages for 10 different projects 
ranging from residences, office and mixed use developments 
to institutional, civic facilities and master planning. These 
projects include prestigious ones like Tiger woods Villas and 
Mansions. At present they are in the finishing stage of Tiger 
woods Mansion and would be starting "Tiger woods Palace" 
soon. Now they are a team of 13 with 9 team members and 4 
team leads. 

2. KGD India Studio: KGD India studio started in September 
2008 and is fast -growing as a team to deal with the Indian 
market which has tremendous potential. There are currently 6 
people working in the studio with studio director Anjali 
Ganapathy, team lead Sreedhar and 4 other architects. They 
are now working on two residential plotted developments for 
QVC realtors + one in Nandi Hills and one in Gurgaon in 
Haryana district, and two hospital projects - Apollo hospital in 
Andhra Pradesh and Vedanta University project in Orissa. 

3. Blue City Studio : Blue city team started in September 2008 
for KGD. Blue city is taking shape on a beautiful stretch of 
Oman's coast. It is a city where residents and visitors will 
enjoy the highest quality of life. It is a 32 square kilometer 
habitat for approximately 200,000 people, bringing together a 
rich mix of varying communities with branded resorts, hotels, 
schools, and a university, retail and business centers, sports 
and healthcare facilities and much more. Around 40 architects 
are working on this project only within KGD. But the project 
team is spread out all over the world. 
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Chandrayaan-l, is India's 
first mission to the moon 
launched by India's national 
space agency the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(I SRO). The unmanned lunar 
exploration mission includes a 
lunar orbiter and an impactor. 
India launched the spacecraft 
by a modified version of the 
PS lV ell on 22 October 
2008 from Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre, 5riharikota , 
Andhra Pradesh at 06:22 1ST 
(00:52 UTC).The vehicle was 
successfully inserted into 
lunar orbit on 8 November 
2008. 

Qu iz over Satellites 

I .The path that a satellite 
follows is known as as orbit. 
While in orbit, the farthest 
point from the Earth is known 
as while the 
nearest point is known as the 

a.pedigree, adigree 
b.perigee, apogee 
c.apogee, perigee 
d.adigree, pedigree 

2. On October 4,1957, what 
satellite was launched, 
becoming the first satellite to 
officially orbit the Earth? 
a.Oscar 10 
b.Vanguard 1 
c.Sputnik 1 
d.Explorer 1 

3 .Which of the following 
whirls around the Earth at 5 
miles per second? 
a.Laika 
b.NOAA 15 
c.Hubble Space Telescope 
d.Explorer 1 

4 . Prior to 1957, what was 
the only satellite orbiting the 
earth? 
a.The Planets 
b.The Sun 
c.The Moon 
d.The Stars 

5. Which of the following are 
designed for observation of 
planets, galaxies, and outer 
space objects? 
a.Astronomical Satellites 
b.Navigation Satellites 
c.Reconnaissance Satellites 
d.Communications Satellites 

Answers on page 4 

LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT SYSTEM IMPACTS ON 
URBAN DEVELOPMENTS 
-Swetha Makkena 

In the evolution of the urban form one of the key factors is transportation . It has long been 
the central component of models of urban development. It has also been among the factors 
contributing to the decentralization of cities. We now are going to see how the light rail transit 
- our so called metro - has effected the urban land development. 
Over decades, considerable research has been done on the ability of light rail transit (LRT) 
systems to impact urban land development. The first question one would ask is why would the 
light rail transit system have any impact at all? The answer is simple: Increased and improved 
regional accessibility. But there always lies a question on whether these impacts are positive or 
negative? 
Literature has identified that major impact due to light rail is within walkable distance from the 
stations (station area neighborhoods) - and are limited to only economic and land use 
characteristics (mostly property I land values and land use). 

Proximity to rail transit has mixed results over station area land use 
and land values. In some cases it led to increase in the development 
potential for station area neighborhoods. The placement of rail transit 
leads to revitalization of the area and faCilitates redevelopment of 
vacant or underutilized urban in-fill lots. While land value has 
increased, so has the density of the resulting development. The 
trend of Transit-Oriented development has emerged because of this 
which is characterized by station areas having high density mixed 
use developments. In other cases, there was no much impact due to 
light rail stations. 
LRT has also an impact on property value since a property with 

transit access has a competitive advantage, all else being equal. 
Residential properties benefit from the mobility choice, resulting in 
higher property values and an increased location desirability of the 
hOUSing units. Office markets Sited near tranSit station areas 
command higher rents, have lower vacancy rates, and tend to 
support higher denSity development. Commercial and office 
properties located in station neighborhood also claim a larger 
percentage of regional growth. The negative impacts or null impacts 
that were discussed are all mainly due to low quality of service 
provided and less integration of stations into surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
Transit has a positive impact on both lower and higher income 
neighborhoods. Lower income neighborhoods experience an 
economic impact resulting from rail tranSit station location, due to 
improved mobility and accessibility. However, a higher income 
neighborhood may actually realize a negative property value impact. 
The negative impact may be due to a perception of potential 
neighborhood intrUSion, and due to mode-chOice preference of a 
residential population with higher income and auto ownership. 
So what are we waiting for now? Let's see how it impacts our own 
neighborhoods that we see everyday __ _ 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

September: Nirmal Kannan - IT-Network Manager 

His interminable help was the only thing which made our submission possible on the 
day of shifting to the new office. All the systems were to be shut down by 4 pm and 
LACASA was just on the final stages of a deadline. Only if Nirmal hadn't waited till 
late night for us to upload the drawings. all our efforts would have been in vain . He 
had to work the whole night and the weekend that followed to re-hook all the systems 
and make everything ready for Monday as a result of which he couldn't attend his 
brother's wedding. Yet he was able to flash the same old ~Nirmal smileff and was 
always there when we were in need. 

By: Shilmeer Mohilmed, Teilm Leild, LACASA 

October: Divya Kamath - Job Captain, FA India 

Her great enthusiasm and hardworking attitude has made a great impact on the team . 
She always maintains a positive outlook and is very professional. She is reliable and 
responds quickly to requests. 
She has been a major support to a newbie like me. She has been involved in training 
me and doing her own job with "great patience". There is not a single day I have seen 
her de-motivated. It is great to have someone who is totally charged up for years just 
sitting next to you. She is one such girl! 
Also, we have received great appreciation from our team in Denver in the past one 
month. And I know that her hard efforts have greatly contributed to this. 

By: Archilnil Mililyil, Job Cilptilin, FA Indiil 
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MAKING THE GREEN CONNECTION IN HEALTHCARE DESIGN 
KEYNOTE SPEECH: Michelle Ha ll e Stern AlA, P.E., LEED Faculty 
Source: Green Symposium for Central Illinois 
Delivered: September 17, 2008 

We've all been there; in the interview or the client meeting where the person across the table 
says: "we want our hospital to be green" . Pause. Wait for it.."as long as it doesn't cost more 
money" . We are immediately put on the defensive . We panic and think of ways to sell the idea 
of sustainability. But I propose we are missing the point. We forgot the very first statement 
they made: "we want our hospital to be green" . Let's focus on that. "A green hospital", you say, 
"that's wonderful. Tell me more about that. What does it mean to you to have a green hospital 
and why is it importantr 

The most common "why" answers would be "It's just the right thing to do" or "It's part of our 
mission" or even "Global Warming". The "what" answers are a little bit more nebulous. I'm only 
guessing here, but I bet the hospital they wanted without all those extra green costs is a 
beautiful, healing environment where patients feel comforted and staff work efficiently, without 
errors, and generally enjoy being there. Their baseline hospital is easy to maintain, free of 
pollutants, and utility bills, if anything, will be lower than they are now. Hmm- that's starting to 
sound an awful lot like a green building; they just don't know that's what it is called . It's our 
job to make those connections for them . We can divide those connections into 3 categories -
Environmental, community and Human connections 

SUSTAINABLE / 
GREEN DESIGN 
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Environmental connections cover both environmental health and resource use . The 
most obvious environmental health example is asthma . World-wide asthma 
incidence increases by 50% every decade - making the death toll of 180,000 this 
yearl Studies show a direct link between air pollution and asthma rates. Power 
production, especially from coal, is a major contributor to that air pollution . 
Building energy use requires power production and hospitals are the second most 
energy intensive industry after food service . 
Clearly if hospitals can reduce energy consumption they can help reduce the health 
impacts from air pollution; Environmental health; Human health . Energy-efficiency 
is paramount to the solvency of our healthcare institutions . 

There are so many interesting energy-efficiency strategies that hospitals are using 
today. They range from simple things like heat recovery and lighting controls, to 
strategies such as ground source heat pumps, chilled beams, and displacement 
ventilation, which are more common to other building types. Regardless of whether 
your projects are pursuing LEED certification you must protect the prerequisites, 
especially for energy performance. 

Connecting to community is all about messaging and engagement; and a building is a very visible way to send messages. If 
constructing a brand new facility, especially in a less affluent community, access to public transportation sends the message of 
welcome, and on the environmental side helps keep cars off the road . Green design makes great press. A parking lot with trees is 
prettier than a sea of asphalt; it's cooler and contributes less to urban heat islands and therefore smog production . Also usage of 
regional materials has their own aesthetic, a stronger sense of place, and shows community support by investing in local businesses, 
an inherently sustainable practice . 

The last connection category overlaps with community; it is the human connection. Obviously hospitals are places for healing . One 
might say a healing environment is a building with fresh air that is free of contaminants. In hospitals we find potential pollutants in 
paints, wall coverings (and walls due to moisture), floor tiles, air ducts, and cleaning supplies. Relating back to the concept of a 
healing environment, should we install materials with harmful or unknown ingredients, or that emit respiratory and potentially human 
carcinogens? There is something inherently wrong about a healing environment where we have to regularly close down part of the 
building to protect the occupants from a maintenance procedure, not to mention the danger of chemical exposure to the 
environmental services workers. Shiny doesn't mean clean if it makes people sick. Once we've successfully made this connection it's a 
no-brainer to use wood with no-added formaldehyde, natural materials, low-emitting furniture, and flooring that doesn't require 
caustic strippers to maintain it. 

For healing we must look to basic human needs . Evidence-based design is a burgeoning field that tries to answer that question . The 
research is limited, but is getting more robust. Evidence related to sustainability points to the need for daylight and views to nature 
(even if only as artwork, fountains or interior plantings) . It also encourages lower noise levels, and light levels that respond to 
circadian rhythms, allowing patients to sleep better. They also have positive impacts on staff. Studies in the UK on nurse retention and 
recruitment concluded that nurses are more likely to work in hospitals with access to daylight, and they also report being more 
productive and making fewer errors. 

Humans evolved with plants and sunlight, wind and rain, day and night. Those connections are still valid . They are in our DNA and we 
need to honor them in our buildings. In short, make these work environments more human . And that is perhaps the most important 
connection of all. If everyone makes these connections, then the only option is a sustainable building, and the details of green design 
will work themselves out. 
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FA 
FA 

Viji.V.s 
Neeta Pritam 
Jahnavi 
Sreedhar Namboodiripad 
Varshaa Sukumaran 
Kalpita Bhatikar 
Xavier Raja 
Kaveri 
Sameer Sait 
Sudhir Kumar 

India Studio 
India Studio 
I ndia Studio 
India Studio 
India Studio 
India Studio 
LaCasa 
LaCasa 
Marketing 
Marketing 
Viz 

Nayaz Basha A 
Vijay Anand Kumar. 5 
Karthik T 
Sharan Sundar 

Viz 
Viz 
Viz 
Viz 

Avinash Viz 
Muhammed Zahir Viz 
Saravanan Viz 
Shiva Kumar B.V Viz 
Arun babu T Viz 
Kiran 5 B Viz 
Jayaprakash .K Viz 
Pradeep Kumar Viz 
Vi nay B.R Viz 
Shashi Kumar R Viz 
Madhu Sudan M B Viz 
Sandeep kumar Viz 
Ranjeesh Viz 
Nayaz Basha Viz 

November 

-

" " 

'Y :V 

-

" 
Sd~ ,f;. v~~ &0 -, -, 

" .. " 
"""'y , 

» 

" • 

- Anilho 
. Faya. 

Shoren 

" , 
» 

.. 
, 
» 

" 

\/1"11 7 Ilrt riP 

EV E N T HI GH LI G H TS 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH , BI RTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

-
Atchono , 

» 

S .... hma 
~~ 

" " 
.. 

Chelan @.. 
" " 

" 

" , 

» 

DO YOU KNOW THIS?!! 

The first ever WORLD ARCHITECTUR~ 
AL FESTIVAL ~ a unique event that cel~ 
ebrated the world's finest work from 
the world's greatest architects ~ was 
organized in Barcelona from 22~24 Oc
tober, 2008. 1,900 visitors from 70 
countries gathered to view 722 design 
entries from 63 countries in the 
unique Awards Entry Gallery, watch 
and listen to the shortlisted candidates 
as they explained the challenges they 
faced in creating their vision, hear the 
judges discussing the entries, net4 

worked with their peers, attended 
world ~class sessions from the likes of 
Norman Foster and Robert Stern . 

Answers to Quiz (pg.2) 

1. apogee, perigee. 
2. Sputnik 1. 
3. Hubble Space Telescope 
4. The Moon. 
5. Astronomical Satellites. 
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