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EDITOR'S NOTE: 
- Ganesh Hingnekar 

Taking over from our previous 
editor, I think I have very large 
shoes to fill, but I hope we 
keep up our issues as 
interesting as ever. 

One of the first US Studio to tie 
up with KGD India, FA India 
features as the cover story. 

Energy Saving, Global Warming 
and Green Architecture are 
common jargon in the 
Architectural world today. This 
issue takes a closer look at 
some of these aspects. 

"GREENING" A PROFESSION . 
The architecture profession is 
experiencing tremendous 
pressure to change the ways it 
perceives and shapes the built 
environment. A growing 
awareness of environmental 
issues by both architects and 
owners is fueling this change. 
For now it is rekindling an 
interest in "green," sustainable, 
earth-friendly, and 
high-performance design 
- the vision should not be 
limited by one title. 

A GLIMPSE OF FA INDIA 
-Swetha Makkena 

KGD was established by Nejeeb Khan with the help of Jim Bradburn and Ned Kirschbaum 
in 2003. From then on, the FA studio has been the shoring anchor of KGD. 

Fentress Architects are well known for their excellence in design. Our studio in India has 
been assisting them in most of their works including buildings like airports, museums, 
county administration buildings and college buildings. We also got to know the 
construction techniques of different building systems. Further, in order to lessen the 
disconnect between the drawings and the ground reality and for better understanding of 
their projects and processes, Divya and I had the opportunity to go U.S.A. 

Earlier we were a team of 8, each working on a different projects. We then had 
task-oriented jobs which mainly means time-fixed redline markups that need to be picked 
up within the estimated time. We had to maintain a perfect rapport by submitting the 
work in time just to anticipate more work from our client. We burned lots of midnight oil to 
attain it. We grew out of this process and now we are a team of 5 working on 2 projects -
SACRAMENTO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT and DUBAI MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT. With 
Ajay's help and the respective PM's help in Denver, we now decide on what we can work 
on to help them in meeting their deadlines and sweat on it. We talk with the Denver team 
at least once a week to maintain a healthy liaison. We are now in the process of being an 
I-STUDIO. 

A glimpse of our projects 

Sacramento International Airport 
This project is an expansion job of the existing airport to 
cope with the increasing air traffic. A new terminal 
(Terminal B) with an area of 7,000,000sq.ft is being 
added. Corgan Associates are the prime architects for this 
project. The terminal part of the expansion is being dealt 
by them and we are working on the concourse part. 

Dubai Mixed Use Development 
For the Dubai towers we are the 'Sheil' team. We are 
working on putting together a 100% Envelope CD 
package also coordinating it with the core. The twin 
towers are 54 floors high each with residences and offices 
in one tower and a hotel in another. The skin of these 
buildings is designed to be dominated by curtain wall 
systems. 

Comments of the team members 

Though it was a bit depressing in the beginning for me 
because of the task oriented work, I felt very happy once 
we started putting together the Sacramento airside CD 
package - scratching our brains to understand what we 
are doing and learning something different and better 
than other offices - Deepa S. Bhat 

Working for FA has been a great learning curve for me. I 
used to work on residential projects and here I am 
working on an airport! Just the scale of the project 
amazed me. A simple realization that these huge building 
complexes don't fall out from the sky but are designed 
and built by mere mortals and that it goes through the 
same old procedure of concept, design, CD etc. was itself 
a step forward for me - Merry Mathew 

Task oriented studio transforming into an extended studio 
was a good experience. FA is helping us to grow as 
"ARCHITECTS" rather than Draftsmen. It's good to have 
one project where we get to work on entire project than 
working on 10 projects and bit and pieces of them -
Divya Kamath 
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Life Lesson Quips 

"Words in ink, make the people 
think." 

"Good supervision is the art of 
getting average people to 
do superior work." 

"Life is like riding a bicycle, you 
don't fall off unless you 
stop pedaling." Claude Pepper 

"Team spirit is what gives so 
many companies an edge 
over their competitors." George 
L. Clements 

"First we will be the best ... 
... then we will be the first." 

Geographic Extremes: How 
Well Do You Know the World? 

1 What is the largest continent--in 
terms of area--in the world? 

a) Asia 
b) North America 
c) Africa 

2 What is the highest mountain 
peak in the world? 

a) K2 
b) Kanchenjunga 
c) Mount Everest 

3 What is the largest country in 
the world, in terms of area? 

a) Canada 
b) Russia 
c) United States 

4 What is the largest lake in the 
world? 

a) Caspian Sea 
b) Lake Superior 
c) Lake Victoria 

5 Where was the lowest 
temperature on Earth recorded? 

a) Asia 
b) Antarctica 
c) North America 

6 Where was the highest 
temperature on Earth recorded? 

a) United States 
b) Libya 
c) Israel 

7 Where is the deepest point in 
the Earth's crust? 

a) Mariana Trench 
b) Tonga Trench 
c) Grand Canyon 

Answers on page 4 

CONCOOD: A BUILDING MATERIAL 
-Aniket Kibe 

I would like to share my experience with you about a firm 
called Master Plannery that is known for manufacturing a 
strong, durable and cost-effective material called Concood. 
Master Plannery was established by Mr. Anand Kumar and is a 
conglomerate in the area of civil engineering and related 
activities. Though Master Plannery began its activities in a 
small way in the year 1950, it gained momentum under its 
present proprietor, from the year 1976 onwards. It started 
spreading its tentacles far and wide, within the state of 
Karnataka. It is located in a place called Puttur, on the way to 
Mangalore roughly about 300km from Bangalore. At Master 
Plannery, every step is a surprise and is incredible! 

Concood is manufactured with concrete and finished with a 
look like wood, hence the name! The advantages of fabricated 
steel structure, flexibility of ferro-cement, stability of RCC 
along with the advantages of pre-cast systems are brought 
under one roof to form this product. It is a special type of 
cement concrete with fabricated steel structure coupled with 
chicken mesh, having thin (less than 1") sections. It uses 
minimum steel and is also a long lasting material. It can be 
used for walls, partitions, roofing sheets and ceiling slabs, 
doors and windows, cupboards and wardrobes, steps and 
staircases, water tanks and flower pots, toilets and railings, 
etc! Concood products are visually appealing and 40% 
cost-effective. They are weather proof, termite proof, water 
proof and fire proof. Precaution has been taken for non rusting 
when used in coastal areas. 

Master Plannery is also doing some good work in the social 
field. It is feeding over 400-500 families, and is providing 
training in the field of tailoring for the workers' wives. It has 
also established a school for the workers' kids and free food for 
workers. Kudos to them - this is a big achievement in the 
social sector! 

They are very environmental conscious. Since conservation of 
natural resources, especially forests, is one of their major 
concerns, they have very less wood content in their 
construction. They have succeeded in getting people to adapt 
to Concood furniture in their homes, instead of wooden ones, 
thereby saving a lot of trees in the forests. They have also 
planted trees over more than 400 acres of land near Puttur. 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
Preeti Singh, Architect 

1. Initially she was great support to the rest of the team in the 
conceptualizing and doing the space planning and layouts. 
2. She has done a tremendous job in doing the interior design 
coordination and design input. 
3. Her expertise in the interior design field has been a great 
contribution on this project in knowing what to design, develop 
and execute accordingly. 
4. Her great networking with different vendors in the industry 
has proven to be very valuable to us. 
5. Her tenacity to keep pushing a stubborn and slow construction 
crew to the point to make sure they deliver has been 
outstanding. 

W'ol S Aug OR 

In general I think she would be a great choice in nominating her for the employee of the 
month. She has proven to be very professional and a great team player that knows how to 
handle the team, a construction crew, and difficult clients (Nejeeb, Julio and the owner of the 
building). Considering that this is her first time actually being out in the field making sure 
the intent of the design is happening, my hats off to her and my best wishes .............. .. 

By: Anjali Ganapathy, Director, KGD India 
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GREEN ROOFS 
Compiled by: Rajeev Siluvai 

In the past few years solar panels and wind turbines have become familiar 
components, comforting images that give us hope for a greener future. Featured in 
the media and in corporate advertising, these new technologies have replaced cute 
pandas as an icon of environmental correctness. But how many people out there 
have heard of green roofs, which may be an equally powerful tool for dealing with 
climate change? Not many, I bet. 

Why? Green roofs are often homely, not photogenic. They are made of plants, not 
zippy new technology. Most important, perhaps, it is hard for large corporations to 
make a profit installing green roofs - so they are not promoted or featured in glossy 
advertising. Creating a green roof, or living roof, involves putting down soil and 
plants on top of buildings - apartment blocks, corporate headquarters, even private 
homes - a practice that has multiple benefits for the environment. 

Green roofs can be used in many applications, including facilities, residences, offices 
and other commercial property. In Europe, they are widely used for their storm 
water management and energy savings potential, also for their aesthetic benefits. 

During rainstorms, green roofs act as a sponge, absorbing much of the water that 
would otherwise run off. Researchers estimate that three to five inches of soil or 
growing medium absorbs 75% of rain events that are one-half inch or less. 

A green roof is wonderful insulation for the building below, keeping it cool in summer 
and vastly reducing energy needs. In cities, green roofs help absorb carbon -dioxide 
and have a cooling effect. They soak water from rains, taking pressure off drainage 
systems. They give local species - plants, birds and insects a place to roost, 
preserving biodiversity. 

History: The most famous green roofs were the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, 
considered as one of the Seven Wonders of the World. These terraced structures, 
constructed around 500 B.C. were built over arched stone beams and waterproofed 
with layers of reeds and thick tar. Soil, plants and trees were then planted. 
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California Academy of Sciences 

Hundertwasser's Waldspirale, 
Austria 

Hunderwasser's Village Model Solaire Green Roof in Battery Park 
City, New York 

School of Art & Design, Singapore 

FnIm our planet's point of view, 
1hen!'s no throwing garbage out. 
Because there Is no · out". 

Advertising campaign "Bank of the Planet (Investments generating information and actions)" 
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 

Introducing New Joinees EOM Announcement Eager to know who's EOM 

Lacasa Workplace 
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September 2008 Birthdays and Events 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
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India's Best 
ever olympics. 
I am sure 
that it's just 
the start. 

Hajeev , ': ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 2: - 28 

1. a - Asia 
2. c - Mount Everest 
3. b - Russia 
4. a - Caspian Sea 
5. b - Antartica 
6. b - Libya 
7. a - Mariana Trench 


